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BEING TRUE TO OURESLVES
AND OUR FELLOWMAN
Mamie Thompson, ‘49
Never before in the history of human
relations has it been more timely for
each individual to consider the value
of being true to himself and others. In
all accomplishments, there must be some
truth, and in all truths there is truth¬
fulness. Men and women of all walks
of life are suffering more than ever for
the lack of being true to one another.
Education has failed to attain its goal
when we as a society are not willing
to play the game fairly and squarely.
May we ask ourselves the questions: Are
we actually putting into life and study
what we would hope to receive out of
it? Are we as conscientious as we should
he in all our activities? Are we willing
to share our part of a responsibility to
the best of our ability? Do we as a
rule seek to do good rather than infringe
upon the rights of others? If we can
answer each of these questions truth¬
fully, we have made a good start toward
being true.
A student body has a paramount duty
in the planning and development of any
educational institution. You owe it to
yourselves, your parents and your com¬
munity to strive to attain that degree of
proficiency which will make you an
U'set rather than a liability when you
leave college life and enter life’s school.
Let us each resolve to seek the truth
of the well-known statement: “Give to
the world the best that you have, and
the best will come hack to you.”
Education today is playing an impor¬
tant part in our society; our jobs are
dependent upon our education. Inas¬
much as this is true, educators are say¬
ing to youth: “Get as much training as
you possibly can." Don’t shirk your
responsibility. Duty is calling, you must
answer. \ well prepared individual to¬
day is ready for a duty tomorrow.
\re you among those who are meeting
the challenge? If you can truthfully
answer yes. you will know you have been
and are being true to yourself. This
will enable you to he true to others.
If peace and goodwill on earth ever
become an actuality instead of a phrase,
it will come about only after each indi¬
vidual i- instilled with a proper philos.
ophy of life and i- imbued with the ambi¬





See what you left behind! December
20, 1947 . . . and you just had to go
home. But we lived too far—Mexico,
Liberia, Birmingham, Waycross. Why,
we’d have spent our entire holidays
traveling. So we decided to stay on
the campus. Regret it? On the con¬
trary, we were glad. Our only regret
was to see Sunday, January 4, 1948,
come rolling around.
We bade you a last goodbye and
sauntered home to dream of the good
things in store for us. There were no
rising bells to interrupt our dreams. We
awakened in time to make a mad dash
for the dining hall to a luscious eight-
thirty breakfast “featuring” muffins and
bacon.
To begin with, the record player was
temporarily established in Packard Hall
and a schedule of activities was posted
in Packard, the residence of freshmen
and sophomores, and in Bessie Strong,
the abode of juniors and seniors. We
will acquaint you with the highlights
on the schedule.
Meals were served at 8:00 a.m., 1:00
and 6:00 p.m. on week days. On Sun¬
days and holidays, they wrere served
one-half an hour later. Our mornings
were free to allow time for opening
gifts from friends and the family. The
afternoons during the first week were
spent in visiting in the city, attending
the movies, and entertaining callers.
Vie are indebted to Mr. Smith and
his ultra-modern vehicle for sightseeing
tours to the Governor’s Mansion and
Druid Hills. The elaborate Christmas
displays produced an internal sensation
of happiness. We returned to a weiner
roast and party of games in Bessie
Strong.
Ihe true spirit of Christmas was in¬
stilled in our souls as we sang carols
around the huge tree at the south gate
and afterwards listened to a Christmas
story read by Mr. Brooks of the More¬
house College faculty. We also had op¬
portunity to express inwardly our Christ¬
mas Eve wish as we tossed a holly leaf
upon the yule log in the fireside dining
room.
Our Christmas was not a white one,
but it was a very pleasant one. Every
student looked forward to the dinner




On December 5, 1948 President Tru¬
man appointed a committee to investigate
the ways in which American citizens are
failing to live up to our great heritage
of freedom and equality for all men
—“the American Way”—and to give
in their report suggestions and recom¬
mendations for making the ideal of free¬
man and equality a reality. The name
of this committee is the President’s Com¬
mittee on Civil Rights. In December,
1947, it made an excellent report to the
President on its findings.
The Department of Sociology of the
Atlanta University system in order to
enlighten the students of all Atlanta
schools on this committee have organized
a Student-Faculty Council on Civil
Rights. The council is composed of stu¬
dents and faculty members of all col¬
leges and professional schools in Atlanta.
The council is now working on plans
for the Conference on Civil Rights to
be held February 27 and 28 at the
Atlanta University Library in the Exhibi¬
tion Room. The purpose of the confer¬
ence is to familiarize students with the
findings of the committee concerning
civil rights and to find ways in which
to make the suggestions and recommen¬
dation of the committee function.
The students of Spelman College serv¬
ing on the Student-Faculty Council are
Bettye Washington, June Dobbs, Mary-
mal Morgan, and Ruth Gandy. Miss
Moi gan has been elected to serve as
the Spelman representative on the steer¬
ing committee of the council.
Every member of the Spelman com¬
munity is urged to attend the meetings
of the council and to participate in all
the activities and discussions of the con¬
ference. Each indivdiual is asked to read
the report in order to have some knowl¬
edge of its contents.
the faculty and staff members. Christ¬
mas carols were sung and humorous
incidents related over a delicious tradi¬
tional Christmas meal. The holiday was
made complete with a visit to the movies
or to our friends in the city.
“Open house" was the time when good
friends got together for an informal
social, la-ting an entire afternoon. More¬
house men who -tayed on the campus
l Continued on Page 4)
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—a hand raised perpetually in Politi¬
cal Science.
—Levaughn Force.
—their footsteps coming down the
hall.
—The Housemothers.
—a bundle of journals and a busy air.
—Pinkie Gordon.
—a step as fast and quick as a robin
redbreast in spring.
—Eunice Guy.
—the last person to leave the dining
hall, breakfast, dinner, and always.
—Edna W hittaker.
—the query “Have you seen Pat,
George?’''
-—Ruth Gandy.
—a stack of music books.
—Rebecca Jackson.
—pigtails, ‘pants’, painting posters,
and piano playing.
—Sarah Penn.
—a “please call"’ from Rockefeller.
—Ruth Mack.
AN OLD PROBLEM, STILL UNSOLVED
Where Is Our Initiative?
(Reprinted from The Campus Mirror, Janauary, 1941)
There are very few social organizations which are satisfactory to every participant.
On the other hand there are few social situations which are not satisfactory to
the majority of participants. What, then, happens to those organizations in which
the majority are dissatisfied? For the most part, I think we can say that they
either disintegrate from pure lack of interest or, if we may use this expression,
“something is done about it.’’
Because most of us come to college expecting something grand and glorious,
we are likely to be disillusioned. Let us take an example: If a freshman has
just come out of high school where almost everything was planned by the students
themselves and where the student government “ran the school” or where at least
the students thought they did. she will discover that she is in an almost entirely
different situation. Everything is planned for her now, and, though she is older
and a little wiser, her own judgment is worth somewhat less than formerly. She
often thinks that her choices are confined to deciding whether or not to comply
with stipulated regulations and not so much whether she will do what is best
of her own accord.
But should she let herself be thus disillusioned and do nothing about it? If she
had expected something grand and glorious out of college life, why not see that
she gets it and gets it legitimately? What she meant by “something grand and
glorious” could not have been that she wanted simply to slip through college and
live a life of ease. No, college is not like that at all. What she probably meant
was that she wanted to be just as necessary to the college as she hoped the college
wrould be to her. If such a condition does not exist, then why not speak up and
express her views and desires? She must not only be prepared but willing to
offer something constructive, to face opposition, and to stand up for what she believes
to be better. Classroom discussion, class and campus organizations offer some medium
for action, but when opportunities arc not presented they must be made and this
calls for initiative. Continual complaints will get her nowhere, if she continues
to hold back and passively accept that with which she is displeased.
Why don't we, Spelman students, profit by this girl’s experience? Let us become
alert to our opportunities, let us attend all our meetings and take an active part
in them, let us do our work well, and let us accept the challenge to do something
on our own initiative!
FLOWERS TO YOU
Henrene Ellington played in chapel
Wednesday morning, January 21st.
We liked your selections, Henrene, and
the way you and the piano cooperate.
We think you’ll go far.—SSA.
ATTEND
All-Atlanta Student Conference on
BILL ELLIS FUND
ll was this past November that the
officers of the National YMCA and the
United Student Christian Council
(USCC) circulated letters seeking aid
for Bill Ellis.
Bill's name should he a familiar one
to this college generation. He is one ol
the many graduates of whom Harvard
is justly proud. In 1946-47 he was the
N. I. C. C. vice-chairman. In addition,
he was elected as an officer to the Inter¬
national Union of Students which has its
headquarters in Prague. There he ably
represented you, the Americana Christian
students, in a worthy and secular organi¬
zation.
A letter from Harold B. Ingalls reads
in part:
“Last spring Bill was taken ill while
in Rome but recovered sufficiently to re¬
turn to Prague in the summer. In the
late summer he again was invalided and
in very bad condition. The newspaper
PM had sent a small quantity of strep¬
tomycin to Prague for another patient
and Bill was given the few grams that
were left.” Other aid was got for Bill
through the Red Cross and his Alma
Mater. He needs one grain of strepto¬
mycin a day to recover enough to be
moved to Geneva and later to be brought
home.
Here is our opportunity to make a
Christian contribution to a fellow student,
a member of a great movement, and a
friend. The Spelman Y. W. C. A. cabinet
members are contributing individually.
Watch the bulletin boards for addi¬
tional information.
IF I WERE A FRESHMAN
If I were a freshman and had just
completed four months of my college
career, I would think back and con¬
structively criticize, not only the things
done, but also the million of things un¬
done. I would realize that there is only
one time to go through this stage of
life, to become exposed to so many in¬
fluences even though there are three
years to come and go; that the oppor¬
tunities that are now extended to me
will not be offered again. I will not be
allowed the privilege of getting off to a
fresh start; never again shall I be able
to look at things with the same clear,
unaffected vision as now.
If I were a freshman I would take
advantage of my spare time. I would
develop some hobby, even if it is nothing
more than collecting stamps or taking
pictures. It could come in handy in a
way you never thought of, in fact, you
may discover an aptitude which could
develop into the future work of your life.
I would read more books, and I would
read the paper every day; I would be¬
come eager for knowledge of the world.
It won’t hurt. Think of all the spare
(Continued on Page 3)
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SPLITTER CHI ITER
L-looking b-back over the y-year's rec¬
ord I-i see that once—was it only in
September?—there were actual, real, live
leaves on the trees on center campus . . .
they were real, too! \oil'd never know
it. if you looked out of my window now.
Rather you'd see one inch (we measured
it l of pure soft, white, c-cold snow. Re¬
ports came hack to me as I huddled over
the radiator that it was wondrously slick
outside and that the snow wouldn't pack
enough for snow men—but, then, who
cares about (snow) men? Hm.
* * *
January is the month for reflection,
resolutions, reprimands (?l, reasoning
(oh, Mrs. Hammer!) and the other r’s.
. . . For reflection, most Spelman girls
will probably think first of their mirrors.
(See fashion editors at this point for
that “woo”-look.) . . . but Splutter Chut-
ter hopes to lead you past that glassy
stare ... it was such a short time ago
that we came joyously hack to greet
new and old friends ... to chatter rapid¬
ly about the summer, the new beaux . . .
and to study ... if we made a graph,
how would it look? ... As the leaves
reddened we became more and more
grooved in the scholarly path . . . are
you now in a rut? ... I don’t mean
to get personal with myself, you say . . .
but please try . . . how much of the
money you spent for those heavy hooks
did you get out in value?
. . . Thanksgiving came and we noted
a gain of weight . . . hut did you really
cut down on that extra chocolate bar
between meals? . . . and the folks at
home . . . letters, a bother . . . not when
they are to you . . . but how about . . .
well? And did you ever just say plain
“thanks” without . . . but ... I just
need ... a little ... $5 (?) more? . . .
. . . And then the tunes changed . . .
you got holly, mistletoe and silver icicles
in your hair . . . how about your mind?
Are there "till cobwebs there? . . . vaca¬
tion . . . rest . . . and here you are back.
In January the month of resolutions
and reasoning . . . looking ahead . . .
we are using our heads . . . and study¬
ing . . . what's more it is fun learning
. . . and living.
II I WERE A FRESHMAN
(Continued from Rage 2l
time you have wasted, hours that amount
to an alarming total which can increase,
and will increase, if something is not
done about it.
If I were a freshman, I would realize
that there is only one chance, and if it is
neglected, it will never return.
THE ATLANTA LIEE
INSI R\NCE COMPANY
11H Auburn Avenue, N. K. Wu. DID
AIDS TO CHARM
It's already there ... in eyes that
sparkle, fresh clean-looking skin, hair
brushed to high polish, well-groomed
hands and a graceful figure. If you don’t
possess all these assets, you must take
stock of yourself.
Make a list of basic supplies for good
grooming, see that you have these at
your disposal at all times. They include:
soap, deodorant, talcum or dusting pow¬
der, tooth-brush and dentifrice, hairbrush
and comb, hairpins and bobby pins,
shampoos, cleansing tissues, lipstick,
razor, hand lotion or cream, emery board,
orange stick and nail white pencil, per¬
fume, toilet water, and cologne or sachet.
Use this list carefully and effectively,
and in doing so you will be a lovelier
person.
“Cute Tricks with Neckties and
Last Years Coat”
Nice complement to a suit or high
necked dress: . . . loop ties around the
throat and tie in a half bow, add a small
jeweled pin. A white tie adds a pretty
touch to a daytime suit or dark dress
with high collar; add a small jeweled
circlet pin.
Two neck-ties wrapped like a cummer¬
bund, ends tucked under and fastened
by three jeweled pins in front. This is
very effective on a tall slim person.
You can do yourself proud with your
brother's brightest striped tie. Tack it
around the band of a favorite beret, al¬
lowing the ends to hang at the back.
Illustrations of these ideas can be
found in the January issue of “Charm. "
Take courage and strong shears in
hand and chop your last year’s coat to
a new length. Once it looked long. With
the new skirt lengths it has seemed pain¬
fully short. With an extremely long skirt
your coat tends to look three-quarters,
hut with the average length now, it will
he best to cut it finger-tip length. Its
a topper then, in perfect proportion to




To welcome the students hack from
the holidays, we had the pleasure of
hearing the Reverend Mr. L. M. Tobin
a^ our first chapel speaker for the New
Year. Mr. G. Murray Branch, a mem¬
ber of the Morehouse faculty, gave an
inspiring talk urging us to develop our
potentialities to our fullest compacities.
He stated that much of the tragedy in
the world today may he attributed to
the failure of people to attain their
maximum potentialties.
I)r. Eagle-on appeared in chapel again,
emphasizing in his talk the value of our
past behavior in reference to our present
and future actions. When Mr. Henry
Thomas spoke to us on January 12, he
discussed the position of W illiam W ords¬
worth in English Literature today. The
speaker suggested that we read W illiam
Wordsworth's poetry; it will inspire us
and enhance the beauty of our lives.
All of us have heard of the Freedom
Train, and Mr. C. A. Bacote described
for us a few of the historical documents
and their significance.
Deviating from the usual order of exer¬
cises we have enjoyed during the past
month several song services, at which
the students select the hymns they most
enjoy singing. Also in the area of music
were the two piano selections played
by Henrene Ellington and “Green Grow
the Rushes.” sung by Miss Rieman's
Social Group Work Class.
In closing, it is gratifying to state
that we had the pleasure of hearing once
again Miss Mattiwilda Dobbs, class of
1946. She sang two selections by Rrahms.
a Spanish and a Mexican song. She
was accompanied by her sister. Mrs.
Irene Dobbs Jackson, class of 1929.
HI, FROSH CROWD
Lots Foster, '51
Say, kids, have you heard what your
class is planning to do? Well, get com¬
fortable and read this.
Remember those notices posted around
about the Modern Dance Group? That
was the beginning. We are trying to in¬
terest the girls in different groups so
we can produce “The Freshman Theater
Arts” program in March. We are striv¬
ing for organization of the class and
each of us has to help make it a success.
Here are some of the groups now
being formed: The dramatic group (to
develop our potential actresses), a ballet
group, folk dance group, and the modern
dance group. There are many other indi¬
vidual jobs and positions open to those
who are not particularly interested in
any of the groups. You know it takes
a lot of team-work to make a show a
success, and remember—March i- not
far away. All suggestions and ideas are
welcomed, so come on, Frosh Crowd, let -
all make our show the greatest.
Along with all the excitement of the
“Theater Arts.” the dorm Frosh crowd
is planning a Valentine Party on the
14th. From the secrecy of the decoration
and invitation committees, there seems to
he much doing for the benefit of the
party goers. The entertainment commit¬
tee is the same that came up with such
surprises for the Christmas party, so
you know that again we shall have fun
and good amusement.
Well. 1 rosli Crowd, so long, and don't
forget your suggestions for the “Theater
Arts.”
ATTEND
All-Atlanta Student Conferences on




In tlie midst of “exam cramming we
find that most of our colleagues are still
glistening with a few flakes of Christ¬
inas snow! It seems that everybody had
'iich a merry time that particles of Yule-
tide experiences still hold the limelight
of conversation. We never get through
hearing about the wonderful time Ruth
Gand> had “deep in the heart of Texas”
as guest of her chum, Pat White. June
Dobbs, after bidding Santa Claus “bon
voyage,” rushed to North Carolina to wel¬
come in the New Year. Going home to
the Mardi Gras state were the Dunn
twins, Lydia Johnson, and Billie Jean
Barrett. Jeannette Bowman had a vaca¬
tion in the “tropical” state of Florida
where she was guest of her grandmother.
Jackie Hill, although being “restricted
to an area” due to being snowbound, had
lots of fun by the fireside with her par¬
ents in New Jersey. Berthena Hunt so¬
journed to Pittsburgh to visit a former
Spelmanite, Evelyn Leach. Peggy Jones
went home to Washington and came back
with a startling diet. Carrienelle Flana¬
gan enjoyed the southern hospitality of
Pat Whittington in Montgomery. At¬
tending the Vulcan Bowl game in Birm¬
ingham were Laura Partee, Estelle Cope¬
land, and Wilhelmena Lenud.
But, after four weeks of school, in¬
cluding one week of exams, those Christ¬
mas tales are put away with the dis¬
tressful thought that Christmas comes
but once a year.
CHRISTMAS ON THE CAMPUS
(Continued from Page 1)
during the holidays and some city stu¬
dents helped make the day after Christ¬
mas another holiday. The following
night wre gave another dance in Packard
Hall.
There were several high points of our
holidays that we shall always remember.
One was the visit to the Freedom Train
to examine personally the treasured docu¬
ments that tell the story of our nation.
Another high point wras the extraordinary
evening spent by the juniors and seniors
at the President's home. A unique selec¬
tion and wTide variety of games were pre¬
sented by our gracious hostess wTio par¬
ticipated freely with us in our sport.
To climax our schedule of activities,
Mrs. Starr took us to an evening movie.
This was the last Saturday. Our little
diaries had jumped for two weeks, but
now wrere hardly opened.
The game room in Packard, the read¬
ing room, the AU library, and our Blue
Room aided in breaking the monotony
of infrequent spare time. Of course there
were always our textbooks and future
assignments to remind us that Christmas
comes but once a year . . . and that two
fortnights away was exam week.
So . . . came Sunday and with it a
SPORTS SCOOPS
Football season has passed and basket¬
ball is about at its peak. The Morehouse
Gym has been packed with fans to watch
the Maroon Tigers meet and defeat their
opponents. As of today, the Tigers have
lost only four games ami won seven. Keep
the good work up, fellows; we’re still
giving you our moral support.
More might be said about Spelman’s
intra-mural basketball games. Better
keep up steady practice for the annual
inter-class games. The senior class of
47 won the title last year. They had
some stiff competition, but came out on
top. Who will it be this year? It could
be your class, so let each one strive for
that goal. Several students from various
classes have already started practice.
Let's get organized and get the practice
on the way.
ALLA BREVES
From the realm of the past, Spelman
music lovers remember the performance
of the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo. The
ballet was presented Friday evening,
January 9, at the city auditorium, as
an attraction of the All-Star Concert
Series.
The Morehouse Glee Club, Kemper
Harreld, director, with quartet, Clarence
Render and Earl Sanders, violinists, and
Herman Williams, baritone soloist, have
returned from a successful concert tour.
The group gave full concerts in Dayton,
Ohio, January 13th; in Detroit, Michigan,
January 14th; in Cleveland. Ohio, Janu¬
ary 15th; at Wilherforce State College,
Wilberforce, Ohio, the afternoon of the
16th; and in Cincinnati, Ohio, that night.
Josephine Harreld Love, alumna of Spel¬
man and concert pianist in her own right,
graciously and efficiently accompanied
the glee club and soloists in Detroit and
Cleveland. Because of the efforts of
Morehouse, Spelman, and Atlanta Uni¬
versity graduates living in the cities
named, and expert management, the Glee
Club was gratified in each instance to
sing before full and enthusiastic audi¬
ences.
Quite a feather in your cap, More¬
house!
REMINDERS
Do you know where the Blue Room
is? It’s on the first floor of Laura Spel¬





Read the bulletin board in the music
studio in Packard Annex and keep on
your musical toes.
host of taxis, new’ coats, and anxious
faces. We didn’t board trains and ride
taxis, but tell me—it wasn't so bad after
all. was it?
LAUGH AWHILE
Q. “Could you tell me how to make
a pair of pants last?”
A. “Sure, make the coat first!"
* * *
Mother: “Johnny, what did you do at
Sunday School today?”
Johnny: “We talked about a bear.”
Mother: “A hear? At Sunday School?”
Johnny: “Yes, his name was Gladly
and he was cross-eyed.”
Mother: “Your teacher told you about
a cross-eyed bear?”
Johnny: “Yes, she said we would talk
about ‘Gladly the cross I'd hear ."
* * *
Rancher: “Did you see that big steer?
He weighed 2000 lbs.”
City Slick: “That’s a lot of bull.”
* * *
TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS




Patient: “Doc, I came for a check-up.
I haven't been feeling well. I’m always
depressed; my mind is blank. I have
no ambition. I don’t want to work. Tell
me, what’s my trouble?”




It is hard to make that first impres¬
sion a good one, so my friend Irma
was seeking advice on making an im¬
pression on society. Her friend gave her
these very important points:
“Play it cool, don't use slang, use
your best grammar and, most important
of all, don’t never use no double nega¬
tives.”
* * *




A French anthropology professor who
had just arrived in Mexico City for
the second session of the General Con¬
ference of the United National Educa¬
tional, Scientific, and Cultural Organiza¬
tion eagerly asked the taxi-driver taking
him to his hotel where he could find
Unesco. “She is no longer in Mexico,”
said the driver. “She has married King
Carol and they have gone away.*’
ATTEND
All-Atlanta Student Conferences on
Civil Rights, February 27-28.
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